September XX, 2026


The Honorable Mehmet Oz 
Administrator 
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services 
7500 Security Boulevard 
Baltimore, MD 21244 

Dear Administrator Oz,

As a former patient of the New York Proton Center, I understand the benefits of proton therapy, and the necessity of access to this advanced form of radiation therapy. 

Like the millions of others in our country each year who hear the unforgettable words, "You have cancer," I have experienced the overwhelming fear and uncertainty that comes with a cancer diagnosis. For me, the opportunity to receive proton therapy treatment meant the possibility of a cure and the chance to recover with fewer long-term side effects.

I know how fortunate I was to have access to proton therapy. For patients like me, there was a treatment center close enough that choosing proton therapy was a real option. Because that option existed, I received the care my doctor believed was best for me.

The proposed Medicare payment cuts could take that choice away from future patients by forcing some proton centers to close. Instead of making treatment decisions based on what is best for their health, their options will be determined by whether a proton therapy center still exists within reach. Your choice to cut reimbursement rates for freestanding centers would shut them down permanently, leaving young children, adults, and the elderly with one less option to cure their cancer and continue on with their lives.

For future patients, that could mean traveling hours every day for treatment, leaving their families, or losing access to proton therapy entirely. At one of the most difficult moments in their lives, they should not have to wonder whether the care their doctor recommends will still be available. We should be growing access to life-saving cancer treatment, not shrinking it.

I am calling on you to ask that CMS does not finalize national pricing for proton beam therapy for CY 2027. In doing so, you will undoubtedly save the lives of thousands of cancer patients like me.

Sincerely, 
